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NATIONAL COVER THE UNINSURED
WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to call attention to the fact
that last week was the third annual
National Cover the Uninsured Week.

The purpose of National Cover the
Uninsured Week is to raise awareness
of the problem of the uninsured and the
need for reliable and affordable health
care coverage. To this end, I shall
briefly discuss the problem that we
face as a Nation and call attention to
some proposed movement towards solu-
tions.

The challenge that we face as a Na-
tion is grave. According to the U.S.
Census Bureau, 45 million Americans
lack health coverage, a figure which
includes 8 million children. In my
home State of Illinois, 1,800,000 individ-
uals lacked health coverage in 2003.
This problem is not merely one of num-
bers, statistics, charts and figures. It
impacts real live people in every State
in the Nation.

Families forced to pay high medical
bills out of pocket are the same fami-
lies that default on loans, are unable to
save for their children’s education and
are forced into bankruptcy. Children
who lack coverage are children who are
unable to get necessary preventative
care or treatment. Additionally, the
problem is the enormous burden on
health care providers who sometimes
must charge those who are covered
more in order to care for those lacking
coverage, as they are mandated to do
in emergency situations. This situation
only fuels the ever-increasing cost of
health care in this country.

Sadly, I know all too well that I have
not just shed light on a previously un-
known problem. My colleagues in the
House have surely heard this many
times before. However, all of our talk
has yet to provide solutions.

Fortunately, three bills have been in-
troduced that will help to alleviate this
grave and well-documented problem:
the Medicare Early Access Act, the
Family Care Act and the Small Busi-
ness Health Insurance Promotion Act.

Together, these bills will help to ex-
pand access to Medicare to younger
workers, provide incentive to States to
extend the State Children’s Health In-
surance Program, CHIP, to working
parents and eligible children, and make
it easier for small businesses to cover
their employees. It is quite possible
that enactment of these proposals
would extend coverage to 20 million
more Americans.

While this is less than half of the
total number of America’s uninsured
population, it is certainly a step in the
right direction. After all, even a jour-
ney of 1,000 miles must begin with a
single step. But the real deal is, Mr.
Speaker, we need a national health
plan, single payer, with everybody in,
nobody out. Health care is indeed a
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right and not a privilege. Every Amer-
ican should have it.

HONORING JAMES McCLAMMY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
salute an almost 80-year-old veteran
from my southeast Texas district. A
dedicated American, a charter member
of the greatest generation, Private
James McClammy this weekend finally
received the honors due him after 60
years.

A bit of history is in order, Mr.
Speaker. Private McClammy was born
in Canton, Mississippi, in the mid-
1920s. James McClammy grew up dur-
ing the Great Depression. Times were
tight, tough and hard.

Mr. Speaker, he was a depression
baby, as he calls himself. His family
moved to Poke County, Texas, just
outside of Livingston. That is in the
Piney Woods of deep east Texas. He
was the son of a State highway worker.
And although he lived in a peaceful
country atmosphere, the world would
soon be at war again.

This teenager would be like thou-
sands of other Americans; he, too,
would go off to war. With the outbreak
of World War II, Mr. McClammy was
drafted right out of high school. A
strapping 18-year-old, he has answered
that call with abiding courage. He
began his basic training in the Lone
Star State at Fort Sam in San Antonio
and then in Camp Walters, Texas.

It is interesting to note, Mr. Speaker,
that my dad about the same time was
going through basic training at Camp
Walters, Texas, and he, too, served in
the great World War II in Europe.

At any event, Private McClammy
later was sent to Fort Benning, Geor-
gia, for jump school to complete air-
borne training. Following the D-Day
landings, Private McClammy was as-
signed to the 501st Parachute Infantry
Regiment, 101st Airborne Division’s
Easy Company and was deployed to
Holland.

Having been a member of the famous
Screaming KEagles for less than 4
months, this young private was about
to experience a day he would never for-
get. It was Sunday the 17th, Mr. Speak-
er, a perfect Sunday in September of
1944. Private McClammy was one of
more than 30,000 Americans and allied
paratroopers involved in Operation
Market Garden. They were charged
with the important yet extremely per-
ilous mission of descending into Ger-
man-occupied Holland. Their objective
was to secure the bridges across this
occupied country’s rivers so the allied
forces could avoid the German defense
line, the Siegfried line.
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One of these bridges was referred to
in the military history as a Bridge Too
Far. The 101st traveled swiftly north-
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wards and into the lowlands of Ger-
many. If their valiant jump attempts
were successful, many believed the war
could be over by Christmas, but this
was not to be.

Private McClammy recalls the morn-
ing of the daylight jumps. He says,
“My memory is not as good as it used
to be, but it was a beautiful day and
there was no enemy fire. Our goal was
to capture and hold a bridge, a railroad
bridge in Veghel, Holland, to prevent
the German Army from seizing and de-
stroying it. While the Germans were
initially caught off guard by the air-
borne landings, they were by no stretch
of the imagination defeated.”

The jump into Holland was unlike
any of Private McClammy’s other
jumps because there was no swinging
around after his chute opened. Because
they were so close, they jumped and al-
most immediately hit the ground. Dur-
ing the mission, Private McClammy’s
personal duties were clear: move for-
ward, capture the bridge.

The Screaming KEagles 501st Regi-
ment was led by Colonel Howard John-
son. With all of but one of his battal-
ions descending as planned into the
drop zone near Veghel, Colonel John-
son’s men, including Private
McClammy, marched steadfastly into
the city where they successfully com-
pleted their mission and held and fol-
lowed their orders: hold until relieved.

He says, ‘“We held the bridge and
then got relieved by another unit. It
wasn’t until later in the day that the
enemy fire started.” While he com-
pleted that day’s work unscathed, the
next week he was not as fortunate. On
September 23, the Germans started
shelling and they continued to shell.

Amidst an artillery barrage, a nearby
shell explosion sent shrapnel flying
into Private McClammy’s hip. He was
the sole survivor because three of his
teenage friends, other members of the
101st, were killed in that attack. He
was trapped for several days, and fi-
nally evacuated to a field hospital in
Belgium where they operated on him.

He was then flown to a facility in
England where he spent the remainder
of September until early December re-
covering from his wound. At that
point, he traveled on a crowded ship
back to the United States where he
boarded a train from South Carolina to
Texas that stopped at various cities in
the southern United States to drop off
wounded veterans.

Private McClammy was discharged
after the war and, like many of his
band of brothers, never learned he had
earned the Bronze Star for his action
in World War II. It was only recently
that a friend and fellow soldier from
the Easy Company, Willie Ray Fox,
brought this to his attention.

Mr. McClammy tried for 2 years to
get his medal without success. In
March, he contacted my Jefferson
County office, and he was awarded
those medals last week.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the
military and members of my office for
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helping to find him those medals, and
they were, Mr. Speaker, the World War
IT Victory Medal, the Combat Infantry
Badge 1st Award, the Honorable Serv-
ices Lapel Button, the World War II
Parachutist Badge, the Purple Heart,
and the Bronze Star.

We thank Private McClammy for his
service. We thank him for being a good
American. We thank him for his serv-
ice.

As Shakespeare wrote many years
ago about the band of brothers: ‘“‘From
this day to the ending of the world, but
we in it shall be remembered—We few,
we happy few, we band of brothers.”

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
KUHL of New York). Under a previous
order of the House, the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is recognized for
5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. TIAHRT) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. TIAHRT addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

————
UNITED NATIONS REFORM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. GARRETT)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, as we approach the 60th anni-
versary of the United Nations, it is ap-
propriate that we look at its original
mission and evaluate whether the
United Nations has accomplished what
it was set out to do.

The U.N. charter states in part that
its purpose is to maintain inter-
national peace and security; to develop
friendly relations among Nations; to
achieve cooperation; and to promote
and encourage respect for human
rights. But, unfortunately, if we look
at the U.N.’s record on these issues, we
see that they have failed on every ac-
count.

Firstly, the U.N. has not maintained
international peace and security. In
fact, since 1945 there have been over 300
wars and over 22 million people have
died in those wars. The only two times
that the U.N. has ever supported inter-
vening to stop hostilities was the Ko-
rean War, when the Soviet Union had
boycotted the Security Council meet-
ing, and the first Persian Gulf War.

In fact, the biggest threat to the civ-
ilized world today is terrorism, and the
U.N. has failed throughout its exist-
ence to develop a clear definition of
what terrorism is even.

Another main mission of the U.N. is
to promote and encourage human
rights and equal rights throughout the
world. The U.N. Commission on Human
Rights is the primary body to get that
job done.
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However, such countries as Cuba,
Sudan and China, all of which have
long histories of violating human
rights, sit on that commission. In fact,
several years ago, Libya, with its ter-
rible human rights record, was selected
to serve as chairman of that human
rights commission.

In regards to the U.N. fulfilling its
mission of solving international prob-
lems of an economic, social and cul-
tural character, recent reports by the
Heritage Foundation, the Freedom
House, and The Wall Street Journal all
indicated that a majority of the na-
tions that are in the U.N. are neither
politically nor economically free na-
tions.

These general problems with the
unaccountability of the U.N. lead me
to one of the biggest problems and big-
gest scandals in the history of the U.N.
and that is the Oil-for-Food scandal.

Right after the first Gulf War, this
was put in place. The Oil-for-Food pro-
gram was created to help those people
in that country get the food and sup-
plies that they needed. However, Sad-
dam Hussein used the money to ad-
vance his own weapons and military
programs as the poor people continued
to be plagued by starvation and dis-
ease.

By allowing the corrupt Saddam Hus-
sein regime to manipulate the Oil-for-
Food program and bribe officials from
other countries around the world, more
than $21 billion was stolen by Hussein
at the very expense of the people that
the program was designed to help, the
Iraqi poor.

The U.N. has continuously denied ac-
cess to the papers that would help us to
get to the bottom of this. That is per-
haps one of the most troubling prob-
lems with the Oil-for-Food program,
the lack of cooperation by the U.N.,
lack of cooperation to help us all get to
the bottom of what really went on.
They have denied us access to papers,
and they have also denied us access to
the people who were involved and
shielded them from responsibility.

The U.N. claims to be addressing
these concerns by establishing the
Volker Commission to investigate the
allegations. However, it has been stat-
ed by a member that Volker has close
ties to the U.N. and also to Secretary
General Annan, as well as other con-
flicts. He has been accused of down-
playing Kofi Annan’s involvement in
the scandal in his most recent interim
report, and it was just 2 weeks ago that
two of his top investigators on that
very commission resigned because they
felt that the report was too soft on
Annan.

Volker is continuing to block con-
gressional investigations by demanding
that those committees return relevant
documents and not allowing the inves-
tigators that resigned to testify before
Congress.

I think that this behavior by the U.N.
and its investigating committee is to-
tally indefensible and cannot be toler-
ated. Kofi Annan’s complete lack of hu-
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mility, contrition, and acknowledge-
ment of any wrongdoing should be dis-
appointing to the entire world; and it
is for that reason that I support sus-
pending all U.S. funding to the U.N.
until they agree to cooperate fully
with the ongoing investigations into
the Oil-for-Food scandal.

Another ongoing scandal at the U.N.
that has not received as much press is
the human rights violations in the
Congo. U.N. peacekeepers in the Congo
stand accused of committing 150 major
human rights violations. They are ac-
cused of raping and forcing prostitu-
tion on hundreds of refugees, many of
them children. These barbaric acts
raise serious questions of the ability of
U.N. oversight on their very own peace-
keepers.

The United States has contributed
over $750 million towards that Congo
peacekeeping mission since 2000. So the
U.S. taxpayers at home, I believe,
should know where their money is
going and should know that the U.N. is
doing its job to make sure that the
people over there are protected.

All these problems that I have men-
tioned just now lead back to the very
point that I am trying to make here to-
night, that there is a lack of oversight
and accountability by an international
body that claims to represent the
moral conscience of the world, and this
should not be tolerated. As the largest
financial contributor to the United Na-
tions in the world, the United States is
the one country in the best position to
demand these reforms.

Tomorrow, we are expecting an ex-
tremely important vote to take place
on the other side of the Capitol. A vote
“‘yves’ there will be a vote for U.N. re-
form, but a vote ‘‘no” will be a vote
against U.N. reform. I certainly hope
that that other body will vote in favor
of U.N. reform.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Iowa (Mr. KING) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. KING of Iowa addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. FRANKS of Arizona addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

——
SOCIAL SECURITY REFORM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, the gentlewoman from
Kentucky (Mrs. NORTHUP) is recognized
for 60 minutes as the designee of the
majority leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. NORTHUP. Mr. Speaker, I ask

unanimous consent that all Members
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